Lesson 1: Getting to Know Visible Analyst®
Your Turn 1-5

Introducing Visible Analyst®

Visible Analyst® is a software product that supports the work of systems developers. Visible Analyst
includes diagramming tools, a repository, and rules. The diagramming tools enable developers to create
models of the system under development, while the rules selected guide the appearance of the
diagrams and the system’s structure. The repository enables all components of the system under
development to be fully described and integrated.

Visible Analyst supports an array of approaches to systems development. In this textbook, we primarily
focus on structured systems analysis and structured design. Therefore, in these lessons, we will focus
our attention to the diagrams, rules, and repository entries associated with structured analysis and
structured design.

As mentioned in the support materials included with Visible Analyst, there are five keys to successfully
using software products such as Visible Analyst:

Develop the discipline needed to apply and follow the steps and procedures of the technique.
Develop skills in conceptualizing the models to represent the real world requirements.

Be consistent in how you define and describe the real world.

Be complete in defining all the parts of a real world application.

Progress from the conceptual to the operational specifications and construction of a working
information systems process.
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In short, don’t expect that Visible Analyst, or any such product, will do all the hard work for you when
analyzing and designing an information system. Visible Analyst will provide you with a very helpful
environment to organize and support your work as a systems analyst.

Installing and Opening the Software

Students who purchased a new copy of this textbook have a Key Code (printed on a page near the front
of this text) that will provide a discount on Visible Analyst software. To obtain the software, students
should visit http://store.visible.com/Wiley.aspx and enter their Key Code. Students who buy a new print
text or digital e-book will receive one-third off the price of a downloadable edition of the software with
a 6-month license. Students who buy used copies of this text may buy Visible Analyst at full price using
the URL provided. If you are working on the University Edition of the software, installed in your campus
computer lab, contact your instructor for your user ID and password.

Once you have purchased your copy of Visible Analyst, install it on your computer and open the
software. Use SUPERVISOR as your User ID and leave the Password field blank. The software loads with
a sample project called TEST already installed.
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Data Modeling Certification

Students can use this CBDM
Couse Series for personal, self-
study training in Business Data
Modeling. 1t is comprised of videos
and a case study workshop. The
courses can all be delivered for
self- study using the Visible
eLearning web portal. Completion
of the course is required 1o qualify
as a Certified Business Data
Modeler (CBDM). The Case Study
‘Workshop applies the skills
learned to a realklife problem. Your
case study solution then becomes
‘your exam solution, which we will
‘subseguently assess for
certification as a CBOM.

Contact us at
edusales@visible.com.
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From the Main Menu, close the Zachman Framework display by clicking on the small X in the upper-right
corner of the Zachman Framework window, or select File/Close to clear the area. You now see Visible
Analyst’s basic work area.
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Visible Analyst Learning Materials

A comprehensive Visible Analyst Tutorial manual is included with the software and can be accessed from
within the software. From the Main Menu, select Help/Tutorial. A .pdf document, tutor.pdf, will open.
This tutorial manual has a much broader scope than we need; however, we will refer to sections of this
tutorial material from time to time in these lessons.

A number of useful short videos are also available from Visible.com that can augment your
understanding of this software product. A list of available videos can be found at
http://www.visible.com/Videos/how to videos/how to videos.htm. We will direct you to specific
videos from this list as needed in the lessons provided in this textbook.

To get a general orientation to Visible Analyst, you may wish to view the following eTutorial from the
Visible.com website: http://www.visible.com/Videos/how to videos/ShowVideo.htm?f=9g6SHtm5kV!I

Lesson 1 Tasks

You now have the software installed and are aware of some of the learning materials provided by
Visible. To complete this lesson, perform the following tasks:


http://www.visible.com/Videos/how_to_videos/how_to_videos.htm
http://www.visible.com/Videos/how_to_videos/ShowVideo.htm?f=9g6SHtm5kVI

Task 1: Read Lesson 1 (Getting to Know Visible Analyst) on pages 1-15 in the Visible Analyst Tutorial
(tutor.pdf), found from the Main Menu, Help/Tutorial selections. This lesson provides a basic
orientation to working in the Visible Analyst environment.

Task 2: Create a new project. We will create a new project for use with the case scenario for these
lessons. The project will be named GLASSMASTERS.

From the File Main Menu, select New Project. The following dialog box will appear. Type in
GLASSMASTERS as the project name. Use the default path to store your project, or use the Browse
button to navigate to your preferred location. Add the description shown here. Select Btrieve as the
Repository; Gane & Sarson as the rules; Crowsfoot (IE) as the ERD Notation with Two Names per
Relationship. Select None from the dropdown list next to Start. Click OK to create the new project.
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Task 3: Review the description of the scenario we will be using for this series of lessons. See the link to
the document, Visible Analyst Lesson Scenario.

Task 4: Create the first planning statement in Strategic Planning mode to establish a statement of the
overall goal of this project.

One of the features that makes Visible Analyst more than just a drawing tool is the ability to integrate
Planning Statements with other project components. Planning statements often are identified in the
early stages of the project, while other project components evolve later in analysis and design work.
Visible Analyst includes a number of Planning Statement types, and some versions of Visible Analyst
allow for custom planning statements to be created. Since the Student Edition does not allow for
custom planning statement types, we will use types from the default set of planning statements.



Open your GLASSMASTERS project in Visible Analyst (if necessary) and close the Zachman Framework
window. Select File / Strategic Planning to open the New Planning Statement dialog box. Type “Client
satisfaction is enhanced with accessible, up-to-date job progress status” into the Name box and select
Strategy as the Type. Click OK. This step has created a statement of the overall strategic goal for this
project.
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Additional planning statements will be added in a future lesson to more fully define the requirements of
this project.

You are now finished with Lesson 1.

Roberta M. Roth
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