
Lesson 6:  Structure charts / physical DFDs 
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Structure charts are used to convey the arrangement of clearly defined programming modules.  In this 
lesson, we will create a structure chart for the Job Status System. 
 
Lesson 6 Tasks: 
 
Task 1:  Review Lesson 9 in the Visible Analyst tutorial (tutor.pdf), found on pages 127-136.  This short 
lesson provides a nice overview of the symbols used in structure charts and the drawing techniques that 
are needed to create them. 
 
 
Task 2:  Create a structure chart of the Job Status System.  Follow the example below to draw your 
structure chart. 
 

 
 
 
Task 3:  Update the repository entries with design decisions. 
 



At this stage, decisions are being made regarding the implementation of the system.  We will decide the 
database management system that will be used to store the data and the programming language that 
will be used to develop the application logic.  
 
The repository entries for the data stores and processes should be updated to reflect these decisions.  
Open the repository entries for each of the data stores in your system and add “MySQL table” in the 
Notes section of the dialog box.  Open the repository entries for each of the processes in your system 
and add “HTML/PHP” in the Notes section of the dialog box.   
 
 
When you have completed these entries, you are finished with Lesson 6. 
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